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Dear Members

The propitious occasion celebrating our Clubs 50th Anniversary, as the Seven Seas Club on 

31 July 2009, can only be described as a most successful event.  

Thank you, our members, for braving the cold and wet weather and turning up in such large numbers.  From the replies to invitations we must admit that, we had some qualms regarding space for all, however, you will agree that we all fitted in quite comfortably – all 160+ of us!

Thank you too for all your letters and phone call of thanks and appreciation.  These are much valued by your committee who pulled out all the stops to ensure a good time was had by all.

In my mind the auction stands out as the highlight of the evening.  The fact that the two commemorative magnums of wine boasting our own 50th anniversary labels were signed by Adm H.H. Bierman (past Chief of the SA National Defence Force, Trustee of our Club for many years, now 93 yrs), three members present who were initially involved in the work party raising funds to build the current two-story building we now occupy namely, R Adm Martin Kramer, Capt’s Mike Thomson and Peter le Roux and, our Chairman Cdr Claude Harris, contributed towards determined and heavy bidding.  The first magnum went for R1 650 and the second for R1 350!  To Laurie Moore I have to say – you performed your task as auctioneer magnificently.

During the evening bottles of commemorative wine were also presented to our VIP guests by our Chairman, Cdr Claude Harris.  By popular request additional bottles of this special Simonsig “Mr Borio’s” Shiraz (2005 vintage, Platter 3½ star rating), with commemorative labels, have been acquired and are available for purchase by our members at R100 per bottle.  Please contact our Manager, Chris Els in this regard – quantities are limited.

Members of the committee who deserve special mention and a Bravo Zulu for their efforts include:

Laurie Moore for sourcing donations of cash, the champagne and wine served to members during the evening.  He also introduced us to our caterers who I hope you will agree turned out some delicious bites to eat.

 Capt Andrew Souma too excelled himself by acquiring a large cash donation from the German Company involved with our submarines, co-ordinated the design and printing of the commemorative 

wine labels and, had his submariners stick the labels on the bottles – a task requiring concentrated precision.  Thank you too Andrew for the loan of the PA system.

And, last but by no means least, our Claude.  This ol’ choppy ran himself ragged – he still looks pretty good on it though.  He halved my job sourcing addresses etc for VIP guests, drove backwards and forwards to Simonsig negotiating good prices and so forth for our commemorative wines then, proceeded on his mission to get the magnums signed as aforementioned – he gave me a serious dose of mental indigestion trying to keep track of his movements.       

Our staff, what else can I say other than that they acquitted themselves superbly.  Theo and Frans, our barmen, when taking note of the cash sales that evening, you worked very hard indeed presenting a friendly demeanor throughout.  Thank you.

Chris Els, our manager, was a beehive of activity during the entire evening.  How he coped with the endless demands placed on him, only he knows.  Chris, thanks for maintaining your sanity and sense of humour throughout.  You were the essential cog around which the logistic wheels of success for the evening revolved.

After all said regarding the evening, I trust that all our guests made it home safely and got by the roadblocks unscathed.

A montage of photographs taken during the evening, are on display in the Club.  The essential joyous mood of the occasion appears to have been captured.  He-he-he, some candid shots included.

CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Friday 31 July 2009 – what a memorable evening!  The Old Lady, our Club, must have felt proud to host so many members, particularly those from the earliest days – there was certainly much reminiscing and memory testing.

On your behalf I congratulate the committee and say what an honour and privilege it was for me to work with such a group of dedicated people in planning and executing the highly successful evening to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our Club.

Roll on the 75th!!

NEW MEMBERS

No new members since last reporting.

100 CLUB DRAW
Herewith, the results of a bumper draw.  Please claim your winnings from the Club Manager.asap. Winnings not claimed within two months after publication of this newsletter, 14 August 2004, will revert back to Club Funds.

R500
R50
R50
R50

January
P. Standley
B. Esterhuizen
A. Wiggill
H. Cas Colgate

February
C. Bates
B. Esterhuizen
G.F. Harrison
E.M. Green

March
Sir R. Bromley
B. Wallace-Bradley
C. Bates
K. Wood

April
G.F. Harrison
K. Packer
D.S.T. Tunbridge
F. Hugo

May
D.R. Faure
R. Groome
J. Caig
D.J. Swart

June
M.D.N. Marshall
W.H. Rice
C. Fryer
D. Dilley

CLUB WEBSITE

The Club’s website has been updated with new photographs of the interior – thanks to Lleon Downes, in particular, and Dave Sale for the photography.  You can simply access the site by doing a Google search for “Seven Seas Club Simon’s Town”.  If, as some have experienced, the old site appears, try holding down Control + f5 and the new site will download - I have requested that the old site be retained for historical purposes.  Our site can also be accessed via  HYPERLINK "http://www.simonstown.com/clubs/sevenseas/index.html" www.simonstown.com/clubs/sevenseas/index.html
CONCLUSION
As Editor of this Newsletter, so much has been the expression of my own sentiments and I am not ashamed to say that I am so proud to serve on this committee.  Previously there were Ricky and Shaun, overseeing the refurbishment of our Club and now, the excellence of service portrayed above.

Claude, in a traditionally “tricky portfolio” has, in his inestimable style, accomplished cohesion.  I do believe that we, all of us, sometimes take his prowess for granted.

.  

To the members who attended the 50th Anniversary, forgive my embroidery regarding the event.  It is for the benefit of those who were unable to attend.

Yours aye

Peggy Pysden
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